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failed to adopt. By the terms of the patents granted later,
in Lord Canning's time, the Nagpur State would be regarded
as having lapsed, and as being liable to annexation. As a
matter of grace or of policy it may be that the Government
would forego insisting upon annexation if a similar case were
to recur; but the precise position of the existing rule ought
to be remembered, whenDalhousie's conduct, at that time, comes
now to be judged.

Although, corcm pullico, Dalhousie has borne almost exclu-
sively the odium attending these annexations, it is to be
remembered that he had not to decide, but only to recom-
mend; the decision lay with the Court of Directors, subject to
the control of Her Majesty's Government. When the Court of
Directors had, in the execution of their duty, to perform un-
popular acts, it was but too often the fashion to deride their
authority. Therefore the assailants of Dalhousie would probably
not have admitted the sanction of the Court as an argument on
his behalf. But in these grave matters the successive Presidents
of the Board of Control, Lord Broughton, Mr. Herries, and Sir
Charles Wood, also the successive Prime Ministers of that time,
must have finally approved the decision. Thus they must have
been in the wrong equally with Dalhousie if he were really
blameworthy. He, indeed, would have loyally claimed a full
share in the responsibility, but hi$ opponents hardly perceived,
perhaps, that in accusing TITO of tyranny and injustice they were
involving in the accusation several statesmen who were members
of English Cabinets.

The annexations of the Panjab and of Pegu in British Burma,
as the results of war, were never questioned. For the an-
nexation of Oudh Dalhousie was never charged with, the sole
responsibility even by his opponents, as it was known that
there misgovernment had reached an intolerable climax, and that
he had recommended a somewhat milder measure regarding the
Native ruler than that which had actually been adopted by the
Government in England.

Berar, though not annexed, was brought permanently under
British administration by a treaty with the Nizam. This measure